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Pennington Shareholder receives Honorary Doctorate from USF

Samuel P. Bell receives Honorary Doctorate from the USF College of Public Health

Tampa, FL – As part of the 25th anniversary celebration of the USF College of Public Health, Pennington shareholder Sam Bell will be awarded an honorary doctorate from the College of Public Health this weekend.  Mr. Bell spearheaded legislation that created the College of Public Health 28 years ago during his service as a Florida legislator. 

Today, Mr. Bell continues to serve as chair of the College’s advisory board, as he has done for the past 25 years

When the school was created, there weren’t many schools of public health at Florida public universities. 

“What I saw was a need for a school of public health even though at the time, clinical health was king,” Bell said, “Twenty-five years ago, much focus was on clinical health because there was a decline in the public health epidemics and medicine had begun to focus on treatment and prevention of heart attacks, strokes, and mental health issues – but over the last two decades we’ve seen a whole new evolution of epidemics and host of public health issues like SARS, swine flu, Ebola, HIV and AIDS,” Bell said.  “I think the world has come to realize the value of public health and the critical research and education resources the College of Public Health at USF provide.” 

Mr. Bell chose The University of South Florida to house the new school of public health because he felt it was important to have the school at a public university in an urban area. Over the last 25 years, the College has grown to national prominence and is widely regarded as one of the top public health institutions in the world. The College’s graduates go on to prominent public health positions throughout the country. In fact, the newly selected CEO of Jackson Memorial in Miami is a USF College of Public Health alumnus.

“I am very humbled and honored to be receiving this honorary degree and accolades,” Bell said. “However, what I am most proud of is the great work this university and the College of Public Health are doing throughout the world.” 

In recognition of this great honor for Mr. Bell and the important work being doing at the institution, the Pennington firm has made a significant contribution to the College of Public Health at USF.

For more than thirty years, the law firm of Pennington, Moore, Wilkinson, Bell & Dunbar has provided high-quality, effective legal services and government relations representation to businesses and organizations throughout Florida.  Based in Tallahassee, the Pennington Firm is a full-service, independent law practice with offices in Tampa and Clearwater.
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